Pope Pius XIli

Pope Pius XlI (1876-1958) was Pope of the Roman Catholic
Church from 1939 until his death in 1958. His papacy, which
spanned 19 years, is most noted for having been the pope
during World War Il and the beginning of the Cold War.

Papacy during World War Il and the Holocaust

Pope Pius Xl served as head of the Catholic Church from
1939 to 1958, a period that included World War Il and the
Holocaust. He is credited with secretly sheltering thousands
of Jews and other persecuted groups, and with issuing
private appeals and public statements on peace, though his
public silence on the Holocaust remains controversial.

Definition of the Dogma of the Assumption of Mary
In 1950, Pius XllI solemnly proclaimed the dogma that the Blessed Virgin Mary was assumed body
and soul into heaven. This was a major theological and devotional milestone, deepening Catholic

devotion to Mary and affirming her unique role in salvation history.

Pastoral and humanitarian leadership in turbulent times

He provided pastoral care to the faithful during wartime, ministering to the suffering and advocating
for peace. His encyclicals and speeches emphasized charity, the dignity of human life, and the
Church’s role in promoting justice, even amid political and military conflicts.

Theological and doctrinal contributions
Pius XIlI authored influential encyclicals such as Mystici Corporis Christi (1939), which presented the

Church as the Mystical Body of Christ. He defended traditional Catholic teaching in a rapidly
modernizing world, balancing continuity with engagement in contemporary issues.

Importance of Sacred Scripture
The encyclical Divino afflante Spiritu, published in 1943, emphasized the role of the Bible, freed

biblical research from previous limitations, and encouraged theologians to revisit original versions of
the Bible in Greek and Hebrew. The encyclical demands a much better understanding of ancient
Hebrew history and traditions. He called for the Church to initiate biblical studies for lay people.

Reflection Questions (more than yes and no — what can | do with this information)

Looking at the role of Pope Pius XIlI during World War Il, what is my understanding of the importance
of the Church using its voice to champion people living in oppression?

What is my relationship with the Blessed Mother, in term of intercessory prayer, and seeking to be
united with her and her Son in the Kingdom?

Do | take time to read Sacred Scripture and discover how it is inviting me to live the Gospel more
faithfully?



