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Fourth Sunday of Lent (C)
March 27, 2022

Living, Loving  
in the Here and Now
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

It is good that we are here—joined in 
community for Sunday worship, here, 

in this moment of prayer.
Our lives are so hectic and fast-paced 

that it’s often hard to enjoy just being in 
the present moment with God. It’s not 
just the pressure of work, but the added 
responsibilities of home. You know the 
routine…getting the kids to school; 
getting to work on time; leaving from 
work; running a few errands; preparing 
dinner; going back out to pick up the 
kids from practice; then back home for 

dinner, dishes, laundry, homework; and 
then finally to bed on time so you can get 
up early and start again.

But just stop! Take the time to enjoy 
the grace of the Eucharist, to rejoice in 
one another and savor Christ who reveals 
his love to you. Give yourself this gift. 
Each moment has power, poetry, and 
grace. Each instant is a gift from God, 
and each moment is an opportunity to 
encounter Jesus Christ. It’s an occasion to 
return within ourselves and turn back to 
our Father who is eagerly waiting for us.

It’s good to be here—not somewhere 
else, not in another time when we were 
happier, healthier, or life was easier 
and simpler. Right here, right now, 
right where God has you is where he is 
revealing his love. It may not be easy, 
but this is where God is, and it’s good 
to reflect on the graces each moment 
presents. +

Right here, right now,  
right where God has you  
is where he is revealing  

his love.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Prayer often coexists with 
distraction....We all experience 
this constant whirlwind 
of images and illusions in 
perpetual motion, which 
accompanies us even during 
sleep. And we all know that 
it is not good to follow this 
inclination toward disorder.

—General audience, May 19, 2021

Sunday Readings
Joshua 5:9a, 10–12
No longer was there manna for the 
Israelites, who that year ate of the 
yield of the land of Canaan.

2 Corinthians 5:17–21
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: 
the old things have passed away; 
behold, new things have come.

Luke 15:1–3, 11–32
[Jesus said,] “Now we must celebrate 
and rejoice, because your brother 
was dead and has come to life again; 
he was lost and has been found.”

• Can I let go of the past and 
set aside worries of the future 
to find God in the only place 
he can be found—in the 
present moment?

• If not, how about asking 
Christ for that grace today?



© 2022 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057. 
Scripture quotations in this publication are from the New American Bible, revised edition, © 2010, 1991, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, DC. The Pope Francis quotation is used with 
permission and copyright © 2020 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-9521. Liguori.org.March 27, 2022

What’s the Point of Lenten Sacrifices?
By Emily Blasik

“Lent comes providentially to reawaken us, 
to shake us from our lethargy.”

—Pope Francis

Confession time. In my twenty-six  
years of living, I have never, ever  

been able to successfully give up some-
thing I love for the entirety of Lent. No 
matter what I choose to forego in any 
given year for the sake of sacrifice—
whether it’s caffeine, chocolate, or even 
cursing (habits die hard, y’all)—by the 
end of the second week, I’m back at it 
with a vengeance. Sacrifice obviously 
isn’t my strong suit.

Despite my past weaknesses, each 
Ash Wednesday I feel a renewed sense of 
motivation and good intention. I’m going 
to do it right this year, I tell myself as I 
stand in line to receive my ashes. Time 
and time again, I make a solemn vow to 
refrain from whatever it is that’s on my 
heart, hoping that my small amount of 
self-induced “suffering” will somehow 
bring me closer to Christ. And time 
and time again, I cave before the season 
ends. Cue an extra layer of guilt.

This year, however, I’m doing 
something different. I’m looking inward 
and asking myself why it’s important 
to make sacrifices for the Lord in the 
first place. Are random sacrifices for 
sacrifice’s sake really going to strengthen 
my faith or make me a better person? 
Perhaps. Discipline is a virtue, no doubt, 
and an underrated one at that. But when 

it comes to accomplishing anything, 
I’m the type of person who needs to 
see value in the Big Picture in order to 
follow through. I need to have a why: a 
purpose for my actions, a reason to keep 
going when the going gets tough. 

Finally, after much prayer and 
contemplation this time around, I’ve 
figured out my big why—and it doesn’t 
have anything to do with proving myself 
as a devout Catholic who deserves God’s 
love. God doesn’t care if I can resist 
chocolate or coffee for forty days. He 
truly cares about my eternal salvation—
whether I’m choosing to place my time, 
faith, and trust in him...or something 
else entirely. 

It can be easy to let God fade into the 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
March 28–April 2

Monday, Lenten Weekday:  
Is 65:17–21 / Jn 4:43–54

Tuesday, Lenten Weekday:  
Ez 47:1–9, 12 / Jn 5:1–16

Wednesday, Lenten Weekday:  
Is 49:8–15 / Jn 5:17–30

Thursday, Lenten Weekday:  
Ex 32:7–14 / Jn 5:31–47

Friday, Lenten Weekday:  
Wis 2:1a, 12–22 / Jn 7:1–2, 10, 25–30

Saturday, Lenten Weekday:  
Jer 11:18–20 / Jn 7:40–53

Lord, you are the face of  
God’s compassion in the world. 
Give me a compassionate heart 

to embrace my suffering  
brothers and sisters.

—From Mindful Meditations for Every Day  
of Lent and Easter, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny

background while we “worship” material 
goods, attach ourselves to worldly joys, 
and find comfort and solace in lesser 
things. But Lent reminds us that we still 
need a Savior, and despite what the devil 
will have us believe, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, is all we need.

God doesn’t care if I can 
resist chocolate or coffee  

for forty days. He truly cares 
about my eternal salvation.


