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The Christian View of the Good Life 
 
The seventh and tenth commandments direct us to develop a spirit of generosity and service, to give 
thanks to God for all that we have, and to be less attached to material goods as a way to obtain 
happiness. The seventh and tenth commandments require us to be generous with others, giving more 
than is necessary. These commandments also direct us to share our possessions with others, especially 
those who do not have food, shelter, or decent clothing.  
 
God created the world for all creatures and called humans to stewardship. As stewards, or caretakers, 
we are called to use natural resources well and protect the environment for everyone now and in the 
future; to respect all life as a gift from God; and to share time, money, and talent to help others.  
 

1. Jesus and the Good Life 
 
Do Not Store-Up Treasures on Earth—The Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21) 

Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But 
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but 
are not rich toward God.” 

 
Sell All That You Own and Give to the Poor—The Rich Ruler (Luke 18:18-23) 

A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall 
not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
Honor your father and mother.’” He replied, “I have kept all these since my youth.” When Jesus 
heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” But when he 
heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich.  

 
Give from Your Heart—The Widow’s Contribution (Mark 12:41-44) 

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 
rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are 
worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out 
of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”  

 
Share Your Wealth—Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down 
and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my 
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possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he 
too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”  

 
See the Lord Where People Are In Need and Act—Parable of the Last Judgment (Matthew 25:31-40) 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when 
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”  

 
Do Not Worry about Your Life—Luke 12:22-34 

He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or 
about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God 
feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you 
worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe 
you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, 
and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and 
your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be 
given to you as well. Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 
Share Your Possessions—The Story of the First Christians (Acts 4:32-37) 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power 
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the 
apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means ‘son of encouragement’). He sold a field that 
belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.  
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2. Reflections on the 7th and 10th Commandments  
 
To keep these commandments, “we need to acquire the virtues of moderation in our possessions, 
justice in our treatment of others, respect for their human dignity, and solidarity with all peoples. 
Moderation curbs our attachment to worldly goods and restrains our appetite for consumerism. Justice 
helps us respect our neighbors’ rights and be interested in their human wellbeing. Solidarity opens our 
hearts to identifying with the whole human family, reminding us of our common humanity (Catholic 
Catechism for Adults, p. 419). 
 
In creating the universe, God entrusted the resources of the earth to the stewardship of all people. The 
Church, applying this truth, upholds the principle that the universal destination of the goods of the earth 
is meant for the common good of all people. At the same time, the Church stands by the right of private 
property.  
 
The Church teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only 
if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental 
right to life and a right to those things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are 
duties and responsibilities—to one another, to our families, and to the larger society. 
 
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is a requirement 
of our faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of 
God’s creation. This environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot 
be ignored. 
 
It can never be stated often enough that love and care for the poor are a major priority for every 
Christian. “Giving alms to the poor is a witness to fraternal charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to 
God” (CCC, no. 2462). 
 
The central interest of the Church’s social teaching is justice for all, but especially for the helpless and 
the poor. It involves the removal of the symptoms and causes of poverty and injustice (Catholic 
Catechism for Adults, p. 426-27). 
 
The “Tenth commandment calls us to practice poverty of spirit and generosity of heart. These virtues 
liberate us from being slaves to money and possessions. They enable us to have a preferential love for 
the poor and to be witnesses of justice and peace in the world. They also enable us to adopt a simplicity 
of life that frees us from consumerism and helps us to preserve God’s creation” (Catholic Catechism for 
Adults, p. 449-50). 
 
“Christian discipleship means, among other things, working to ensure that all people have access to 
what makes them fully human and fosters their human dignity: faith, education, health care, housing, 
employment, and leisure. Members of the Church are called to build up the resources of the Church 
herself and of civil society in making possible the sharing of God’s blessings and social good with others. 
This they do by their own generosity in the use of their time, talents, and treasures with others. Such 
generosity flows form hearts grateful to God for his generosity in creating and saving us” (Catholic 
Catechism for Adults, p. 454-55). 
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